
White Paper
DNAI's Vision for Decentrailzed Protein Science

Abstract:
This paper presents DNAI as groundbreaking initiatives to decentralize and
advance protein science through blockchain technology and decentralized
science principles. Inspired by the 2024 Nobel Prize in Chemistry for AI-
driven protein structure prediction (AlphaFold). DNAI aims to create a
transparent, collaborative ecosystem that supports research in protein
structures, disease mechanisms, drug discovery, and synthetic biology, paving
the way for a new future of scientific research free from traditional funding
and institutional constraints.
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1.What Is DNAI？

1.1 What is DNAI?

Inspired by the 2024 Nobel Prize in Chemistry, DNAI is committed to revolutionizing the
landscape ofprotein science through innovation. As the first DeSci (Decentralized Science)
community dedicated to supporting AI-driven protein research,
DNAI empowers global participation in groundbreaking scientific endeavors, fostering a
collaborative environment where everyone can contribute to solving some of the world’s most
pressing challenges.

Proteins are at the core of life sciences, underpinning vital processes such as enzymatic activity,
cellular signaling, and immune response. However, understanding their structure and function has
long been constrained by time-consuming and costly experimental methods. By harnessing cutting-
edge AI technologies, AlphaFold has pioneered a more efficient and accessible approach to
deciphering protein structures, driving groundbreaking advancements in disease research, drug
discovery, and synthetic biology.



2. Advancing Protein Structure Research: The Role
of AI and AlphaFold
2.1 The Critical Role of Protein Structure in Science

Proteins are fundamental to all biological processes, acting as enzymes, structural components,
signaling molecules, and more. The three-dimensional (3D) structure of a protein determines its
function, and any alteration in structure can lead to profound biological consequences, including
diseases such as cancer, Alzheimer’s, and genetic disorders (Anfinsen, 1973). Understanding protein
structure is essential for:

1. Elucidating Biological Mechanisms:
○ Proteins interact with other biomolecules in specific ways dictated by their 3D

conformation, revealing mechanisms underlying cellular and molecular functions.
2. Advancing Drug Discovery:

○ Knowledge of protein structures enables the design of drugs that precisely target
active or binding sites, improving efficacy and reducing side effects. Structure-based
drug design (SBDD) has already demonstrated success in creating treatments for
conditions such as HIV, cancer, and COVID-19 (Anderson, 2003; Zhang et al., 2020).

3. Engineering Novel Functions:
○ Protein structure research facilitates the development of synthetic proteins with

tailored properties for industrial and medical applications, such as enzymes for green
chemistry or biopharmaceuticals for targeted therapies (Arnold, 2018).

2.2 Challenges in Traditional Protein Structure Determination

Traditional experimental techniques, such as X-ray crystallography, cryo-electron microscopy (cryo-
EM), and nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) spectroscopy, have been instrumental in determining
protein structures. However, they come with significant limitations:

● Time-Consuming and Costly: These methods require extensive resources, from
crystallization trials to advanced instrumentation, often taking months or years for a single
protein (Berman et al., 2000).

● Incomplete Coverage: Certain proteins, such as membrane proteins or those with high
flexibility, are challenging to study experimentally, leaving gaps in structural knowledge.

● Limited Scalability: With millions of protein sequences identified through genome projects,
experimental approaches cannot keep pace with the demand for structural data.

2.3 How AI Transforms Protein Structure Research

Artificial intelligence (AI), specifically deep learning, offers a transformative solution to these
challenges. By analyzing patterns in large-scale biological data, AI models can predict protein
structures with remarkable speed and accuracy. Key advancements include:



1. Pattern Recognition:
○ AI excels at identifying complex relationships in amino acid sequences, using

techniques such as multiple sequence alignments (MSA) and attention mechanisms to
infer structural constraints (Senior et al., 2020).

2. Speed:
○ Unlike traditional structural biology methods, such as X-ray crystallography, NMR

spectroscopy, or cryo-electron microscopy (cryo-EM), which require months to years
to resolve structures, AI models like AlphaFold can predict protein structures in
minutes to hours, greatly accelerating the pace of structural discovery.

3. Enhanced Accuracy:
○ State-of-the-art AI models, such as AlphaFold, have demonstrated prediction

accuracies rivaling experimental methods for many proteins, particularly in Critical
Assessment of Structure Prediction (CASP) benchmarks (Jumper et al., 2021).

4. Facilitation of Experimental Methods:
○ AI predictions provide high-quality structural models that can serve as initial

templates or hypotheses for experimental validation. This reduces the time and
computational cost associated with refining experimental structures, such as those
obtained through cryo-EM or other traditional methods(Tunyasuvunakool et al.,
2021).

2.4 The Significance of AlphaFold

AlphaFold represents a paradigm shift in protein science. Its contributions include:

1. Breakthrough Accuracy:
○ AlphaFold achieved unprecedented success in CASP14, correctly predicting

structures with near-atomic accuracy for most targets, including highly challenging
proteins (Jumper et al., 2021).

2. Comprehensive Protein Databases:
○ The AlphaFold have revolutionized protein structure prediction by scaling beyond

experimental limitations. Traditional methods have resolved approximately 200,000
protein structures over decades of intensive effort. In a groundbreaking leap,
AlphaFold, in partnership with EMBL’s European Bioinformatics Institute (EMBL-
EBI), has expanded its database from these experimentally determined structures to
over 200 million predicted structures. This represents a 1,000-fold increase, covering
nearly all catalogued proteins known to science. (Varadi et al., 2022).

3. Impact on Disease Research:
○ AlphaFold predictions have accelerated studies on diseases such as COVID-19,

where understanding viral protein structures has been critical for therapeutic design
(Baek et al., 2021).

4. Integration with Experimental Methods:
○ AlphaFold not only complements traditional structural biology but also integrates

seamlessly with protein design technologies. In the past, traditional protein design
relied heavily on labor-intensive wet lab experiments to validate whether a designed
protein structure was feasible. With AlphaFold, researchers can now rapidly assess
the plausibility of designed proteins in silico, significantly shortening the design-



validation cycle. This capability accelerates the development of novel proteins for
therapeutic and industrial applications, paving the way for faster and more efficient
protein-based drug discovery and engineering(Frank et al., 2024).

2.5 Future Prospects for AI in Protein Research

The integration of AI into protein research holds immense promise:

1. Dynamic Structure Predictions:
○ Expanding AI capabilities to predict not just static structures but dynamic

conformational changes will deepen our understanding ofprotein function
and interaction networks.

2. Broader Molecular Predictions:
○ With the advent ofAlphaFold 3, AI systems can now predict the structures of a

wide array of biomolecules, including proteins, DNA, RNA, and small molecules.
However, while AlphaFold3 has achieved groundbreaking results for proteins,
its predictions for nucleic acids (DNA and RNA) still lack the precision required
for many applications. Improving the accuracy of these predictions is critical for
advancing research in areas such as transcriptional regulation, RNA-
based therapeutics, and nucleic acid-protein interactions.

2.6 Conclusion

The intersection of AI and protein structure research represents a transformative era in life sciences.
By overcoming the limitations of traditional methods, AI-driven approaches like AlphaFold enable
rapid, scalable, and precise structural predictions. These advancements not only accelerate scientific
discovery but also pave the way for breakthroughs in medicine, biotechnology, and beyond. DNAI’s
mission to fund and support AI-driven protein research ensures that this momentum continues,
unlocking the secrets of life for the benefit of all.

3. How It Works
3.1 Token Ownership

1. Purchase and Ownership:
Participants purchase DNAI tokens, which are more than just digital assets—they represent a
tangible connection to the scientific mission of DNAI. Each token is uniquely linked to an
AlphaFold-predicted protein structure.



2. Symbolism of AlphaFold-Predicted Proteins:
These protein structures are authentic creations predicted by AlphaFold, embodying the vast
diversity and complexity inherent in biological systems. Each structure reflects the beauty and
intricacy of the molecular world. By owning an DNAI token, participants symbolize their role
as custodians of scientific progress, with each token serving as a unique digital artifact of
innovation in protein science.
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